
 
 

 

 

   

 
 

 

      ---“Loved by Christ & Challenged to Grow ”--- 

Welcome to our services on 14th May 2017 

If you are new, please introduce yourself to the Sidesmen, Churchwardens or Minister.  

 

SUNDAY 14th MAY – FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

9am Morning Prayer followed by Christian Aid 
coffee morning 

Preacher: Mr Paul Minton 

St James, 
Ruscombe 

Readings Psalm 30 
Acts 7: 55 – 60 (NIV 1100) 
John 14: 1 – 14 (NIV 1082) 

 

10.20am Prayers for Children & Youth Leaders Team Church Centre 

10.30am Worship for All - United Christian Aid Service 
Preacher: Revd Gordon Connell 

St Mary’s, Twyford 

Readings John 14: 1 – 14 (NIV 1082) 
1 Peter 2: 2 – 10 (NIV 1218) 

 

11am Holy Communion 
Preacher: Revd Graham Theobald 

St Nicholas, Hurst 

4pm Baptism Preparation Meeting 3 Willow Drive, 
Twyford 

6pm Village Prayers Twyford Station 
(outside Platform 1) 

6pm Sung Communion 
Preacher: Mr Paul Minton 

St James, 
Ruscombe 

Readings Acts 7: 55 – 60 (NIV 1100) 
John 14: 1 – 14 (NIV 1082) 

 

 

 
Collects 

Almighty God, 
who through your only-begotten Son Jesus 
Christ have overcome death and opened to us 
the gate of everlasting life: 
grant that, as by your grace going before us 
you put into our minds good desires, 
so by your continual help  
we may bring them to good effect; 
through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. 

 Risen Christ, 
your wounds declare your love for 
the world 
and the wonder of your risen life: 
give us compassion and courage 
to risk ourselves for those we serve, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
 

 



 
 

NOTICES 
 

VACANCY UPDATE 10: Having had a disappointing response from our second 
round of advertising for a new vicar, your Parish representatives and 
churchwardens met with Bishop Andrew on 25 April. At this meeting we decided 
to intensify our search with some more networking activity and better use of 
social media. We are also going to advertise and hold an Open Day on Saturday 
17 June. This will be an opportunity for people who are thinking they might be 
interested in joining us to meet us without having to make a formal application. 
This is not something that has been done before - we are breaking new ground 
here and it's a bit of an experiment but it does give a signal that we are a creative 
and energetic Benefice that is willing to try new things! Please continue to pray 
that our new vicar will hear God's call to our benefice and for the Open Day 
arrangements. 
 

NOVENA - nine days of prayer between Ascension Day and Pentecost,  
i.e. 26 May and 3 June.  This year we are going to follow the one prepared by 
Archbishop Welby's team as part of his 'Thy Kingdom Come' initiative, which this 
year is trying to spread the good news and benefit which prayer can bring.  It is a 
little different from what we have done in the past as it focuses on listening as 
much as speaking and uses pictures to stimulate our thoughts.  There will be a 
number of paper copies available in each church but can just as easily be used 
online if you are praying at home:  
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/uploads/resources/TKC_Novena2017_JWlet
ter_WEB.pdf  As has happened in the past, there will be an opportunity for a 
group meeting each day in St James's at 12.45p.m. 
 

POLEHAMPTON SCHOOL PRAYERS Come and pray for Polehampton Schools 
Wednesday 17th May 9am to 9.30am in the Junior School bungalow. Just turn up 
– you will be very welcome. Any queries to Rosemary Hay 0118 934 1338. 
 

BARN DANCE FOR CHRISTIAN AID on Saturday 20th May at 7pm in the URC 
hall.  Tickets are £10 adult, £3 child or £25 a family, from  
Chris Easton 0118 934 0795 or Brighton's Newsagent.  Book now for a great fun 
and fundraising evening. 
 

WANTED! WEDDING CO-ORDINATOR. COULD IT BE YOU?  After 8 years, 
Sue Bailey would like to pass on the baton for this very important role.  If you 
would like to know more then please speak to Sue or contact the office. 
 

HYMNAL PLUS TODAY and 2nd July.  There will be a short demonstration of 
how the system works by Bill Barnes on these 2 dates straight after the 10.30 
service. There will be 'active encouragement' of interest in learning how to 
operate it! The aim is to have a group of people who are familiar with it so that 
there is an alternative form of accompaniment for occasions when the music 
band is over- stretched, or in unforeseen circumstances. I'm assured that it's not 
heavily technical!  I look forward to you joining me.... Helen C  
 

ST MARY'S ROTA TEAM – 10.30am 21st May:  C Gray, G Conning, D Bethell, 
R Hay, H Holmberg/C Ferris, A Gwynn/ P Poore. 
 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/uploads/resources/TKC_Novena2017_JWletter_WEB.pdf
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COFFEE ROTA AT ST MARY’S Many thanks to all those who have made coffee 
and tea for us at St. Mary’s over the past months. However, we now need a few 
more people to complete the new rota up to 20th August.  If you feel this is 
something you could do once a month, please speak to Pearl Stephenson or ring 
her on 0118 9343024. 
 

CHURCH OFFICE -  Over the next few months there will be some changes 
taking place in the church office.  Having supported us for more than 10 years 
Caroline will be gradually reducing her hours with a view to finishing in the office 
by the end of the year. Also two of our volunteers have asked to step down from 
office responsibilities.  With this in mind we will be seeking a paid office team  
co-ordinator to pick up gradually from Caroline, and one or two parishioners to 
offer 3 to 4 hours per week to provide support.  If you would like to be considered 
for the paid role or if you have a few hours per week you could offer in a voluntary 
capacity, please talk to Caroline or Alan to find out more. 
 

DONATIONS OF MATERIAL Thank you for the donations of material, ties and 
scarves to make ‘kings’ cloaks.  More have been created and added to our 
wardrobe of storage boxes in the URC church.  We won’t need any more for the 
time being. Many thanks, Lottie. 
 

A CALL TO PARTICIPATE IN THE VIRGIN MONOLOGUES!  A word of 
explanation: a group of friends, mainly women, from various Wokingham 
churches have performed and written poems/ monologues in several different 
formats over several years. Inspired by The Book of Mary written by Nicola Slee, 
a poet and theologian based at the University of Birmingham, we take an 
imaginative look at Mary and other women around Jesus. Twyford, Ruscombe 
and Hurst are invited to join them (us) to mark the festival of Mary Magdalene on 
Sunday July 23 at the 10.30 service at St Mary's. No pressure to perform if you 
just fancy seeing and hearing what's being planned.....  The items will be 
interspersed into the service on that day instead of a sermon. Personal note: I am 
not an actor or a writer but have found it very rewarding and moving to be 
involved in the project. The PLAN is to get-together all the interested people to 
throw around some ideas and some pre-written material on Fri 16th June at 7pm 
in St Mary's. Some will go away from this session to write or edit more material, 
workshop/ rehearsal on Saturday 22nd July (time tbd) and then present it as 
worship on 23rd. Intrigued? Please join us!  Helen C. Do please contact me if 
you'd like more information. 
 

THANK YOU from the Groenewald family.  Over the last few months Juanita has 
spent long periods of time in ICU and was declared for death by medical staff.  
However by the grace of God, your prayers, bringing food, offering transport, well 
wishes, visits and brilliant medical professionals saved Juanita’s life.  The interest 
and love that we experienced over this period from the Church and community 
was and still is overwhelming.  All honour and glory to God.  This life-changing 
experience that we went through is just more evidence how awesome our God is 
and the power of prayer, hope, love and unity.  This Church and the parishioners 
are blessed by God and we as a family are privileged to be part of this family of 
God.  God bless you all.  Francois, Juanita and Serina. 



 
 

 

MAY  

Monday 15th 9am 

7.15pm 
Prayers to start the week 
Handbell Ringers 

Corner Room 
Corner Room 

Tuesday 16th 10am 

7.30pm 
Noah’s Ark Toddler Group 
Fabric & Finance Meeting 

URC 
Stephenson Room 

Wednesday 17th  Over 60s Club Outing  

Thursday 18th  10am Card making & Craft Club Church Centre 

Friday 19th 10am 

6.30pm 

7.30pm 

Bumps & Babies 
Bell Ringing Practice (young ringers) 
Bell Ringing Practice 

Church Centre 
St Mary’s tower 
St Mary’s tower 

Saturday 20th  7pm Barn Dance URC hall 

 
 
 

SUNDAY 21st MAY – SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

9am Holy Communion 
Preacher: Revd Anna Harwood 

St James, 
Ruscombe 

Readings Acts 17: 22 – 31 (NIV 1113) 
John 14: 15 – 21 (NIV 1082) 

 

10.30am Holy Communion 
Preacher: Revd Gordon Connell 

Twyford URC 

Readings  Acts 2: 42 – 47 (NRSV 111) 
Galatians 5: 13 – 17 (NRSV 177) 
Hebrews 10: 24 – 25 (NRSV 208) 

 

10.20am Prayers for Children & Youth Leaders Team Church Centre 

10.30am Worship for All 
Preacher: Revd Anna Harwood 

St Mary’s, Twyford 

Readings Acts 17: 22 – 31 (NIV 1113) 
John 14: 15 – 21 (NIV 1082) 

 

11am Messy Church 
 

St Nicholas School, 
Hurst 

6pm Village Prayers Twyford Station 
(outside Platform 1) 

6pm Evening Service 
Preacher: Revd Colin Bass 

St James, 
Ruscombe 

Readings Zechariah 8: 1 – 13 (NIV 954) 
Revelation 21: 22 – 22: 5 (NIV 1250) 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

OTHER NEWS AND INFORMATION 
 

CENTRE FOR REFLECTION AT ASTON TIRROLD URC OX11 9EJ has a 
regular meditation group meeting on first and third Wednesdays of the month at 
11.30am. They also offer drop in art days (fourth Tuesdays 10-3.30), film group 
(second Sundays 2-5pm), writing group (first Thursdays 2-4pm) For further 
information contact the centre 01235 850423 or coordinator@reflect.freeuk.com 
The centre is staffed by volunteers so please allow up to a week for an answer. 
There are also 2 specific dates coming up: 
Saturday 17th June 10 – 4pm Rev Keith Green and others will be leading 
another Quiet Day in the Centre for Reflection as part of the Quiet Garden Trust. 
£15 including light lunch. Please book through Keith or the Centre for Reflection. 
Saturday 15th July 7.30pm. Gerard Cousins, Classical guitarist will perform in 
the Church. Please do not miss this opportunity to enjoy this very gifted musician. 
Tickets: £10 – through the Centre for Reflection or available on the door. 
 

BISHOP TIM & SALLY DAKIN invite you to tea in the garden of Wolvesey 
Palace, Winchester on Saturday, June 10th from 3pm. Tickets £10 Proceeds to 
support the training of Church Army evangelists at Carlile College, Nairobi. 
RSVP, with cheques to ‘AMADET’ please, to Sally Dakin, Wolvesey, Winchester 
SO23 9ND  tel: 01962 854050  email: sally.dakin@btinternet.com 
 

WOODLEY FOOD BANK has been selected to be one of 3 organisations 
customers can vote for to receive a donation from Tesco.    
First place will receive £3000, 2nd place £2000 and 3rd place will receive 
£1000.   
Voting takes part during May and June and we will be notified by the end of July 
of the result.  Please encourage anyone who shops in Tesco Henley, Tesco 
Twyford or Tesco Express Woodley to ask for a token and get voting! 
   

MARJORIE LEIGH thanks everyone for the good wishes sent to her during her 
recent ill health. She has been touched by the many cards received from so many 
friends. 
 

VIRTUAL DEMENTIA TOUR training Saturday 20th May at Lower Earley Baptist 
Church. Take part in an interactive event to experience a little of what it is like to 
have dementia. 3 x 2½ hour sessions at 9.30am, 12.15 or 3pm. Booking 
necessary £20 per person. Email contact@lowerearleybaptistchurch.org.uk for 
more information or call Keith on 07840 161107 or Angela on 07547 073500 to 
book your place. 
 

MONTHLY WALK – Saturday 20th May as usual at 10.15am prompt. Please 
meet at GR838812 (car park next to the school at Burchetts Green). 
The walk will be via the Agricultural College and High wood  
Approximately 3.5/4 miles with one steep hill.  Hope to see you then.   
If need be contact Malcolm Burrows on 01189545387 or Mobile 07884451115. 
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CHRISTIAN AID SPONSORED WALK Sunday 21st May A choice of 3 or 6 mile 
route round the churches of the City of London with lots to do for all ages –  
pop-up exhibitions, music shows, face painting, scavenger hunts and historical 
tours.  For more information contact Rosemary Hay. 
 

TWYFEST - 3 people are needed to serve beer, wine and soft drinks and take 
payment for them during the musical evening at St Mary’s on Monday 29th May. 
Please contact Janet Rossiter jinty1954@hotmail.co.uk 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST – ST MARY’S WARGRAVE:  On Saturday 3rd June St 
Mary’s Church, Wargrave is holding a special Men’s Breakfast.  The idea is to 
invite men from local churches to come along and to bring a friend to let them 
know what church is about.  From 8 to 9am tea, coffee and bacon rolls will be 
served on Mill Green, followed by a talk from Gary Grant, Founder and Managing 
Director of The Entertainer toyshop chain.  Gary will tell us his story of how he 
became a Christian and why his faith is so important to him.  There is no charge, 
but a ticket is needed so that the organisers can arrange catering etc.  If you 
would like to attend, please contact Alan Gwynn (opsmanager@thru-
christ.org.uk) or leave a note with the Church Office saying how many tickets you 
would like.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Office:   0118 934 4792 
email: office@thru-christ.org.uk     website address: www.THRU-Christ.org.uk 
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