
 
 

 

 

   

 
 

 

      ---“Loved by Christ & Challenged to Grow ”--- 

Welcome to our services on 5th February 2017 

If you are new, please introduce yourself to the Sidesmen, Churchwardens or Minister.  
 

SUNDAY 5th FEBRUARY – FOURTH SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 

9am Holy Communion 

Preacher: Revd Helen Charlton 

St James, Ruscombe 

Readings 1 Corinthians 2: 1 – 12 (NIV 1145) 
Matthew 5: 13 – 20 (NIV 969) 

 

10.30am Morning Service 
Preacher: Mr Robert Dimmick 

Twyford URC 

Readings Isaiah 58: 1 – 12 (NRSV 626) 
1 Corinthians 2: 1 – 12 (NRSV 154) 

 

10.30am Worship for All 
Preacher: Revd Helen Charlton 

St Mary’s, Twyford 

11am Family Eucharist with Baptism 
Preacher: Revd Geoff Pugh 

St Nicholas, Hurst 

6pm Youth Service Church Centre 

6pm Village Prayers Corner Room 

6pm Evening Service 
Preacher: Mr Alan Gwynn 

St James, Ruscombe 

Readings Psalm 112 
1 Corinthians 2: 1 – 12 (NIV 1145) 
Matthew 5: 13 – 20 (NIV 969) 

 

 

Collects 
O God, you know us to be set in the midst of 
so many and great dangers, 
that by reason of the frailty of our nature 
we cannot always stand upright: 
grant to us such strength and protection 
as may support us in all dangers 
and carry us through all temptations; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  

 Lord of the hosts of heaven, 
our salvation and our strength, 
without you we are lost: 
guard us from all that harms or hurts 
and raise us when we fall; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 

NOTICES 
 

ST MARY'S ROTA TEAM – 10.30am 12th February:  A Gwynn, I Cook, R Hay, 
P Poore/C Ferris, A Gwynn/H Holmberg, A Poore, D Holmberg. 
 

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY - IMPORTANT:  we are hoping to have the new 
Church Directory ready by the end of January.  However, if you haven’t checked 
and confirmed your details, you won’t be in it!  If you haven’t checked and 
signed a form over the past couple of months (or you’re not sure if you have), 
please either speak to me in church, leave a message with the Church Office 
(0118 934 4792) or drop an email to directory@thru-christ.org.uk.  I will then 
contact you to confirm your details.  Thank you.  Alan Gwynn. 
 

CHRISTIAN AID - DOOR TO DOOR COLLECTION  The Christian Aid 
committee would like to thank Terence Powley for the fantastic work he has done 
organising the door to door collection in Christian Aid week for the last 3 years. 
Terence has now decided to step down from the role of Organiser. Regrettably 
the door to door collection will have to come to an end, unless a volunteer steps 
forward to take over the task of coordinating it. If you are interested in taking over 
this role please contact Issy Cook, Terence Powley, Sharon Harriet-Kerr, 
Rosemary Hay or Chris Easton. There will continue to be opportunities to support 
Christian Aid at events throughout Christian Aid Week and at the service on 
Sunday 14th May. 
 

TRAIDCRAFT & REAL EASTER EGGS  Jean Smith will be placing an order 
week commencing 20th February.  If you would like anything or to see a catalogue 
please contact Jean on 9340604. 
 

CHURCH WARDEN VACANCY - a message from Alistair. 
As many of you may be aware, my term as Church Warden at St Mary's will 
be coming to a planned end during May 2017 and we are currently 
seeking volunteers to take on this important role.   
If you would like to know more about the role, please talk to me during one of the 
Sunday services. Alternatively, I can be reached via the Church Office and we 
can arrange a date/time to meet up at St Mary's. No previous experience is 
necessary and training will be provided during the period leading up to May. 
 

OLD £5 NOTES  The old style paper £5 notes go out of circulation on 5th May i.e 
you won’t be able to spend them but can still swap at a bank (after September 
you will only be able to swap at a central bank).  If you are likely to have any 
hidden away (for instance in a piggy bank or you hold club funds) make sure you 
spend them or take them into a bank to swap them NOW before this causes you 
a problem! Also in March the new 12 sided £1 coin comes in. The old style will 
only be valid till Sept 2017. I read last week that 15% of these are forgeries which 
the Banks have the right not to exchange. Again in the 6 months from March get 
them swapped over and found out from hiding places.  Graham Jackson 
 

AGM REPORTS Please make sure your report is with the Church Office by 17th 
March latest. 
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TRAINING ON HYMNAL PLUS  As a backup plan for some Sundays we are 
looking at using the hymnal plus at St Mary’s. The Hymnal Plus plays the music 
for the songs and hymns. Might you be interested in operating it at the 10.30am 
service at St Mary’s? If so, or if you would like more information, please let Helen 
Charlton, Geoff Pugh or the Church Office know. 
 
ECUMENICAL LENT COURSE – ‘Church & Kingdom’ – In this year's Lent 
Course we will study this book from the Pilgrim series, which "explores what it 
means to live as a child of the kingdom of God and to follow in the way of Christ 
each day as a member of his Church". We will also be joined by our friends from 
the Catholic church St Thomas More.  We will start the course all together on 
Shrove Tuesday, 28th February, 7.45 for 8pm at St Mary’s. The remaining five 
sessions will be done in our discipleship groups plus one or two new groups. If 
you are not a member of a group yet, you are welcome to join one. 
For any questions, please talk to Hans Gutmann (hans@thru-christ.org.uk) or any 
other discipleship group leader. 
 

LEARNING TO PRAY TOGETHER - Prayer is the essence of the Christian Life 
and we all take part in church services and have our own individual prayer life.  
Some of us take part in groups, praying for specific purposes and also pray 
together in Discipleship Groups.  But many people feel shy about praying aloud 
with others.  Yet this is an important part of our support for one another and also 
our mission to take the gospel to those outside the Church.   
So from small beginnings, we hope to increase our support for one another and 
build a stronger corporate prayer life, by offering 3 introductory sessions on 
praying with others to be led by Helen Holmberg, who has great experience in 
this area.  We are proposing to talk to our congregations next Sunday 22nd 
January to help people understand what we are about and then meet on 3 
Sunday afternoons from 3.30 to 5pm in the Church Centre. Starting with a cup of 
tea and some cake, we will go on to look at some prayers in the Bible and create 
our own prayers on similar lines. We really are starting from small beginnings in 
the hope of encouraging people who feel strange or awkward about this.  The 
course will enable all of us to begin to pray brief prayers aloud right from week 
one, in the context of a small group in a safe environment and to grow as the 
course proceeds.  The Sunday dates are 12 February, 19 February and 5 March. 
Please come and give it a try!!  Further information available from Helen 
Holmberg  0118 996 8703 or Lorna Roberts 07887735300.  
 
LEP POST CHRISTMAS LUNCH – raised £35.60 which has been donated to the 
Wokingham Food Bank. Many thanks for your support. 
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OTHER NEWS AND INFORMATION 
 

NEWBOLD COLLEGE IN BINFIELD (7th Day Adventist) - A series of lectures 
about Diversity and Christianity attracting people from a wide range of churches 
in the area. The speakers are always experts in their field and interesting. They 
lecture for about an hour with time for questions afterwards. Next lecture is 

Tuesday 7th February, Dr. Torben Bergland, Psychiatrist - Moving Beyond 
Immature Faith: A psychiatrist’s perspective 
The lecture will be held at 19.30 in the Smith Centre, Salisbury Hall, Newbold 
College, RG42 4AN. Refreshments will be served. Everyone is welcome. 
 

Berkshire Exploring Vocations Group Tuesday 14th February 7.30pm St 
Paul’s Parish Rooms, Wokingham RG41 1EH Revd Helen Charlton will be 
guest speaker on ‘Knowing Me, Knowing You, Knowing Me’. 
Open to all exploring God's call on their lives and seeking to understand how to 
respond. These sessions will offer the opportunity to meet others on the same 
journey, to reflect on aspects of ordained ministry in the Church of England and to 
explore a topic in group discussion. Each Session is stand alone. 
Weblink for booking via eventbrite https://knowing_me.eventbrite.co.uk 
 

MONTHLY WALK - The next monthly walk is on Saturday 18th February 2017 at 
10.15am meeting at Swyncombe Church GR682982 (SU682982) 
The snowdrops should be out and as usual the walk will be approximately 4 to 5 
miles with some steep hills. Anyone wishing to go should turn up on the day or 
contact Malcolm Burrows on 01189545387 or Mobile 07884451115. 
 

MERCY IN ACTION charity shop in Twyford have a vacancy for an Assistant 
Manager 2 days a week (& holiday cover as required).  For further information 
contact Lee 01225 443600 or www.mercyinaction.org.uk/get-involved 
 

TWYFORD TWINNING?  Twyford Parish Council have been approached by 
Cuincy near Lille in northern France.  There will be a meeting on Tuesday 21st 
March at 7.30pm in the Twyford Room at Loddon Hall to discuss how to move the 
project forward with representatives from Sonning Twinning Association sharing 
some of their experience.  Please let the Clerk know 
clerk@twyfordparishcouncil.gov.uk if you are planning to attend & the village 
organisation you represent. 
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FEBRUARY  

Monday 6th 9am 

7.15pm 
Prayers to start the week 
Handbell Ringers 

Corner Room 
Corner Room 

Tuesday 7th 10am 

8pm 
Noah’s Ark Toddler Group 
LEP steering committee 

URC 
URC Schoolroom 

Wednesday 8th 2pm Over 60s Club Church Centre 

Thursday 9th 10am Card-making and craft club Church Centre 

Friday 10th 9.30am 

6.30pm 

7.30pm 

Bumps and Babies  
Bell Ringing Practice (young ringers) 
Bell Ringing Practice 

Church Centre 
St Mary’s tower 
St Mary’s tower 

 
 
 

SUNDAY 12th FEBRUARY – THIRD SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 

9am Morning Prayer 

Preacher: Gabi Gutmann 

St James, Ruscombe 

Readings 1 Corinthians 3: 1 – 9 (NIV 1145) 
Matthew 5: 21 – 37 (NIV 969) 

 

10.30am Morning Service 
Preacher: Revd Gordon Connell 

Twyford URC 

Readings tbc 
 

 

10.20am Prayers for Children & Youth Leaders Team Church Centre 

10.30am Worship for All 
Preacher: Gabi Gutmann 

St Mary’s, Twyford 

Readings 1 Corinthians 3: 1 – 9 (NIV 1145) 
Matthew 5: 21 – 37 (NIV 969) 

 

11am Family Eucharist  
Preacher: Revd Graham Theobald 

St Nicholas, Hurst 

4pm Baptism Preparation Meeting Corner Room 

6pm Village Prayers Corner Room 

6pm Sung Communion 
Preacher: Gabi Gutmann 

St James, Ruscombe 

Readings 1 Corinthians 3: 1 – 9 (NIV 1145) 
Matthew 5: 21 – 37 (NIV 969) 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Church Office:   0118 934 4792 
email: office@thru-christ.org.uk     website address: www.THRU-Christ.org.uk 

The Parochial Church Council of Ruscombe and Twyford is a registered charity (registered number 1143142)  
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