
 
 

 

 

   

 
  

 

        -------“Loved by Christ & Challenged to Grow ”------- 

 

Welcome to our services on 7th August 2016  
If you are new, please introduce yourself to the Sidesmen, Churchwardens or Minister.  

 

SUNDAY 7th AUGUST – ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Preacher: Revd Geoff Pugh 

St Mary’s, Twyford 

9am Holy Communion 
Preacher: Revd Helen Charlton 

St James, Ruscombe 

Readings Hebrews 11: 1 – 3, 8 – 16 (NIV 1209) 
Luke 12: 32 – 40 (NIV 1045) 

 

10.30am Morning Service 
Preacher:  Mr Paul Minton 

Twyford URC 

Readings Hebrews 11: 1 - 16 (NRSV 208) 
Luke 12: 32 - 40 (NRSV 69) 

 

10.30am Worship for All – Family Service 
Preacher: Revd Geoff Pugh 

St Mary’s, Twyford 

Readings Abraham and Sarah  

11am Family Eucharist 
Preacher: Revd Helen Charlton 

St Nicholas, Hurst 

6pm Twyford Village Prayers Twyford Station 

6pm Evening Service 
Preacher: Revd Helen Charlton 

St James, Ruscombe 

Readings Hebrews 11: 1 – 3, 8 – 16 (NIV 1209) 
Luke 12: 32 – 40 (NIV 1045) 

 

 

Collects 
O God, you declare your almighty power 
most chiefly in showing mercy and pity: 
mercifully grant to us such a  
measure of your grace, 
that we, running the way of  
your commandments, 
may receive your gracious promises, 
and be made partakers of your heavenly 
treasure; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. 

 God of glory, 
the end of our searching, 
help us to lay aside 
all that prevents us from  
seeking your kingdom, 
and to give all that we have 
to gain the pearl beyond all price, 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ. 



 
 

NOTICES 
 

VIP DATE FOR YOUR DIARY: Simon’s last service in our parishes will be on 
11th September at 10.30am at St. Mary’s Church, followed by lunch in the Church 
Centre.  Everyone welcome. 
 

AUGUST AT ST MARY’S. We are ‘playing away’ for 3 of the 4 Sundays in 
August! 
August 14th,11am at St Nicholas Hurst. All Age Communion. 
August 21st,11am at St Nicholas Hurst. All Age Communion. 
August 28th, 10.30am at Twyford URC. All Age Family. 
 

INTERREGNUM UPDATE:  On 18th July, both PCCs (Ruscombe & Twyford and 
Hurst) together with the URC Elders met with Catharine Morris, who is the Parish 
Development Advisor for the Berkshire Archdeaconry.  Catharine explained how 
the process will work from the moment of Simon’s resignation through to the 
appointment of our new Vicar.  She will be helping us through the process and, in 
particular, with the preparation of our Benefice Profile and a Role Description and 
Person Specification.  These are important documents since they set out our 
hopes and expectations for our churches and for the sort of person we would like 
to be our new Vicar.  They will be used in the process of advertising the post and 
selecting suitable candidates for interview. 
At the meeting, it was agreed that our existing Benefice Staffing Group would be 
asked to consider who might form the team to draft the Benefice Profile.  The 
Staffing Group, led by Pauline Humphreys, has members from all the churches of 
the Benefice and LEP, and will ensure that this spread of membership is reflected 
in the team who prepare the Profile.  Although the appointment process will follow 
an essentially Anglican route, the parish of Ruscombe & Twyford is, of course, 
part of a Local Ecumenical Partnership with Twyford URC and hence the URC 
Elders were present at Monday’s meeting and will continue to be represented 
throughout the process.  Please watch out for further updates as we move 
forward.  
 

8am COMMUNIONS – On the recommendation of the Ministry Team, the PCCs 
have decided to suspend the monthly 8am BCP Communion services during the 
interregnum and until the new incumbent has an opportunity to lead a review of 
8am services across the Benefice. The 8am service on September 4th will 
therefore be the last one for a while. Simon 
 
RIDE AND STRIDE – This annual event will take place on Saturday 10th 
September. Over the last 30 years the parishes have raised £11,980, which has 
been shared by the Berkshire Churches Trust and the LEP account, which is 
used to pay for outreach expenses such as the Fun Run, Hot cross buns and 
Christmas Fayre. We are looking for people to steward the churches on the day. 
Please contact Jenny Hay, 0118 3271027, if you can help.  
Sponsor forms will be at the back of the churches at the end of August. 
 
 
 



 
 

CHATTABOX: 
will be running again this year for children aged 5 – 11 from Tuesday 30th August 
to Friday 2nd September each morning from 10.00am – 12 noon at St Mary’s 
Church. This year’s theme is ‘Landlubbers’. The cost is £10 which will include 
craft, games, stories, music and team competitions. There are only 16 places left. 
Booking forms can be found at the back of St Mary’s Church or at 
http://www.THRU-Christ.org.uk/ . The week will end with a special ChattaBox 
service at 10.30am on Sunday 4th September.  
HELPERS needed Monday 29th August to help set up, mornings of Tuesday 30th 
August to Friday 2nd September to be part of the team running Chattabox this 
year.  If interested please contact Katie Coe 0118 934 1398. 

JUNK MODELLING – we need small and large cardboard boxes, beach/desert 
island scenery, ferns or desert island plants and pirate props!  Please save at 
home and bring to St Mary's on Mon 29th Aug from 10am.  
 
INTERREGNUM UPDATE NO 2:  The Churchwardens and Operations Manager 
met with Bishop Andrew and Catharine Morris (the Parish Development Advisor 
for Berkshire) on Tuesday 2nd August.  The main purpose of the meeting was to 
discuss the timetable for the process to appoint our new vicar.  However, it was 
also an opportunity for Bishop Andrew to gain some insights into our Benefice 
and LEP and to offer some thoughts for us to consider as we set about preparing 
our Parish Profile. 
 

The timetable for the process will be as follows: 

Monday 12th 
December 

Formal meeting of both PCCs with the Bishop and others to 
consider the Parish Profile, which will, by then, have been 
prepared. (In the legal language of the Church of England, this 
is referred to as the “Section 12” meeting.) 

Friday 6th 
January and 
Friday 13th 
January 

Advertisement appears in the Church Times. 

Monday 30th 
January 

Closing date for applications. 

Wednesday 1st 
February 

Interview panel meet to shortlist the applicants. 

Monday 20th 
February 

Interviews take place. 

  
Assuming a suitable candidate emerges from the selection process, it is likely 
that he or she will need to give up to 3 months’ notice in his/her present role.  
This means that the earliest date for the arrival of our new vicar is likely to be late 
May/early June next year. 
 

Bishop Andrew has expressed a wish to come and visit us during the 
interregnum.  The planned date for this is Sunday 12th March and he intends to 
spend some time in each of the main services in all three of our churches on that 
day.  More details to follow in due course, but book the date now! 



 
 

LEP QUIET DAY - Everyone is invited to take part in our LEP Quiet Day which 
will be held at Ascot Priory on Saturday 15th October from 9.30 to 4p.m. The 
theme is "Our Footprint in the World" and the day will be led Rev. Helen Charlton. 
So, please note the date. 
 

TWYFORD & RUSCOMBE FLORAL ART CLUB thank everyone who came to 
the Club's 50th Anniversary Exhibition in St. Mary's on 23rd July. It was a lovely 
community event which was well supported by many people from the villages 
around and was a most enjoyable occasion. We thank Simon for the use of the 
Church, which was a cool and pleasant venue to stage the Exhibition. 

A SERVICE OF WELCOME - Bishop Steven has outlined plans for a grand tour 
of the diocese and Archdeaconry Welcome Eucharists to meet people in a 
service of worship. We have an invitation to a service at Reading Minster on 
Wednesday 5th October for Sung Eucharist at 7.45pm at which Bishop Steven will 
preside and preach.  The service will be followed by a glass of wine and light 
refreshments, to give Bishop Steven an opportunity to meet everyone. Please 
contact Geoff Pugh by Thursday 23rd September, if you would like to attend. 

 
 
 
 

SUNDAY 14th AUGUST – TWELTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

9am Morning Prayer 
Preacher:  Mr Paul Minton 

St James, Ruscombe 

Readings Hebrews 11:29 - 12.2 (NIV 1210) 
Luke 12: 49 - 56 (NIV 1046) 
Psalm 82 

 

10.30am Morning Service 
Preacher:  Mr David Rogers 

Twyford URC 

Readings tbc  

11am Family Eucharist 
Preacher: Revd Graham Theobald 

St Nicholas, Hurst 

4pm Baptism Preparation Meeting Corner Room 

6pm Twyford Village Prayers Twyford Station 

6pm Sung Communion 
Preacher: Mr Paul Minton 

St James, Ruscombe 

Readings Hebrews 11: 29 - 12.2 (NIV 1210) 
Luke 12: 49 - 56 (NIV 1046) 

 

 
 

Church Office:   0118 934 4792 
email: office@thru-christ.org.uk     website address: www.THRU-Christ.org.uk 

The Parochial Church Council of Ruscombe and Twyford is a registered charity (registered number 1143142 

http://www.thru-christ.org.uk/


 
 

Bishop Stephen Croft is now, in law, the Bishop of Oxford. He is being 
‘inaugurated’ at Christchurch Cathedral at the end of September and there is a 
welcome Eucharist on 5th October. 7.45pm at Reading Minster. In his first letter to 
the Diocese he has written about his priorities for this new ministry: 
 

“Based on the listening I have done so far, I will focus my ministry across the 
whole Diocese in three areas in the early years: on engagement with children, 
young people and young adults; on enabling lay discipleship in the world and on 
engaging with the poorest communities across the Diocese. These priorities are 
not a new Diocesan strategy.  That may emerge over time.  They are initial 
themes for my own engagement with the whole Diocese and I look forward to 
taking them forward with you. 
 

I believe that the Christian faith and the Christian Church will become ever more 
central in the life of our nation and the world in the 21st Century as people seek 
again for meaning, for values, for purpose and for hope. 
 

God has called the Church to be a community of mercy and kindness, reflecting 
the nature of Jesus Christ and telling the good news of his love. Together we are 
called to be a community of missionary disciples: faithful, united, hopeful, creative 
and rejoicing in God’s grace. I look forward very much to meeting you, to knowing 
you and being known and to working with you, 
 

In Christ + Stephen Oxford.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


