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Mission Action Plan Update No 6 – October 2018 
 
Welcome to the latest edition of the Mission Action Plan Update. 
 
The LEP Mission Action Plan (MAP) grew out of our Vision and Mission.  It was first presented at our Church 
AGM in 2015 and set out our priorities for the following 5 years or so.  You can find out more about our 
Mission Action Plan on our website at www.thru-christ.org.uk/map, or ask the Church Office for a copy. 
 
In October 2017, the LEP Leadership Team carried out a review of our progress to date against our plan.  
The results of this review were published in Mission Action Plan Update No 5 and were presented at the LEP 
AGM in April this year.   
 
There were three main conclusions from the review and there was an opportunity at the AGM for everyone to 
discuss and comment on these.  This Update provides a summary of the feedback from the AGM 
discussions with some suggestions on practical steps that we could all take.  We would welcome your further 
comments to help us as we plan the next steps for our churches. 

______________ 
 
Conclusion 1:  We need to make more of what we have to offer in our different styles of worship and 
to work on making people feel welcome in our services and activities. 
There were 15 comments on this conclusion at the AGM.  Thirteen of these focused on making people 
welcome, with some useful thoughts on welcoming and engaging with newcomers to our churches.  Only two  
addressed the question of making more of our different styles of worship with one raising the question of how 
visitors would know about the other forms of worship available. 
 
Some thoughts and questions to consider: 

• Have you tried any of the other services in the LEP & Benefice, or do you always stick to your 
regular service?  What might tempt you to try a different style of worship occasionally?   

• Would you like more information about the different services available?  Does the “Services” section 
on our website tell you what you need to know?  If not, how can we improve it? 

• Do you feel welcome when you attend church?  If not, what are we doing wrong?  (Please tell us!) 

• What can you do to make others feel more welcome? 
Suggested action: 

• Why not try a different service at least once before Christmas?  Were you made welcome? 
 
 
Conclusion 2:  We need to encourage one another to think carefully about what Sacrificial Service & 
Giving means for each one of us and to develop a heart for mission in our response to the wider 
world. 
There were eight comments on this conclusion.  A number of these are already being addressed – for 
example, one suggested running an Alpha course.  Comments tended to focus on mission and our response 
to the wider world rather than on service and giving. 
 
Some thoughts and questions to consider: 

• What might it mean for us as a church community and as individuals to give and serve sacrificially?  
How do I prioritise my use of time and resources? 

• What can we do to develop a true heart for mission?  How can we strengthen our links with our 
mission partners? 

Suggested actions: 

• We are looking for a link person with Wycliffe Bible Translators, one of our Anglican Mission 
Partners.  Could this be you? 

• Ele Buckley is looking for volunteers to help with Trailblazers, Explorers and Bumps and 
Babies.  Could this be you?  

http://www.thru-christ.org.uk/map


 
Conclusion 3:  We need to do better at reaching out to individuals, particularly those in our 
congregations and community who may be lonely or vulnerable. 
This conclusion attracted 12 comments including thoughts on how we can improve our support for elderly or 
lonely people in our congregations and the wider community.  A number of these are already being 
addressed by our Ministry and Pastoral teams. 
 
Some thoughts and questions to consider: 

• How can we offer a warm welcome to new residents in our community – for example, the new 
development in London Road? 

• What can we do individually and as a church community to support friends and neighbours who are 
less fit and mobile than they used to be? 

Suggested action: 

• With loneliness currently making the headlines, is there someone you know who would 
welcome a phone call right now? 

 
______________ 

 
 
What next? 
We would love to have your thoughts, comments and responses to help us in our thinking and planning.   
 
Do speak to any member of the Leadership Team (see the list below).  You can email your responses to 
Alan Gwynn at opsmanager@thru-christ.org.uk or drop a note into the Church Office.  
 
It would be really helpful to have your comments by Sunday 18th November. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you.  Thank you! 
 
 
 
LEP Leadership Team – Roles & Responsibilities 

Anna Harwood – Anglican Worship Gordon Connell – URC Worship 

Katie Sabberton-Coe – Youth & Children’s Work Lorna Roberts – Prayer 

Hans Gutmann – Outreach Linda Jackson – Pastoral Care & Hospitality 

Nick & Debs Procter – Discipleship Alan Gwynn - Communication 
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