
 
 

 

 

   

 
 

 

      ---“Loved by Christ & Challenged to Grow ”--- 

Welcome to our services on 19th February 2017 

If you are new, please introduce yourself to the Sidesmen, Churchwardens or Minister.  
 

SUNDAY 19th FEBRUARY – SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE LENT 

9am Holy Communion 

Preacher: Revd Graham Theobald 

St James, Ruscombe 

Readings Romans 8: 18 – 25 (NIV 1134) 
Matthew 6: 25 – 34 (NIV 907) 

 

10.30am United LEP Service 
Preacher: Mr Graham Cleveland 

Twyford URC 

Readings Romans 8: 18 – 25 (NRSV 146) 
Matthew 6: 25 – 34 (NRSV 6) 

 

11am Christingle Service 
Preacher: Revd Graham Theobald 

St Nicholas, Hurst 

6pm Village Prayers Corner Room 

6pm Evening Service 
Preacher: Mrs Pauline Humphreys 

St James, Ruscombe 

Readings Romans 8: 18 – 25 (NIV 1134) 
Matthew 6: 25 – 34 (NIV 907) 

 

 

Collects 
Almighty God,  
you have created the heavens and the earth 
and made us in your own image: 
teach us to discern your hand in all your 
works and your likeness in all your children; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who with you and the Holy Spirit reigns 
supreme over all things, 
now and for ever.  

 Almighty God, 
give us reverence for all creation 
and respect for every person, 
that we may mirror your likeness 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

NOTICES 
 

WE WELCOME GRAHAM CLEVELAND, our visiting preacher at Twyford URC, 
today. 
 

CHURCH DIRECTORY:  copies of the new Directory are available in all three 
churches from this Sunday.  You are invited to make a donation of £1 per copy to 
cover production costs.  There may not be enough copies to go round this week 
so, if you miss out, please add your name to the list which will be provided and 
we will ensure that more copies are available from next week. 
 

BENEFICE PROFILE:  our Benefice Profile, describing ourselves and the sort of 
person we would like to be our new vicar, is now available on our website 
www.thru-christ.org.uk – click on the link just below the photographs on the front 
page.  There are also a few printed copies available in each church for those 
without internet access. 
 

LEARNING TO PRAY TOGETHER:    If you would like to become more 
confident in praying aloud and praying with others, this is the course for you!  The 
first session was last week, but you can still join us. Come to the Church Centre 
at St. Mary's at 3.30 pm TODAY and enjoy some refreshments - the course 
proper will begin at 3.45 pm and finish at 5.00 pm.   All members of the LEP are 
welcome.   Please bring a Bible with you, plus a notebook with pages you can 
tear out.  If you have any questions, do call Lorna Roberts on 07887735300 or 
email Helen Holmberg: rhelenh@gmail.com. 
 

BUMPS AND BABIES - Fridays 10-11a.m: are you free on a Friday morning? 
Would you like to contribute to our church's outreach by hanging out with young 
mums/dads and their new babies over a cup of coffee?  The bumps and babies 
team are looking for someone to help, either regularly or from time to time. 
Please contact Debs Procter for more info on 01189343150 or 
nickdebsprocter@yahoo.co.uk - thank you!  
 

TRAIDCRAFT & REAL EASTER EGGS:  Jean Smith will be placing an order 
week commencing 20th February.  If you would like anything or to see a catalogue 
please contact Jean on 9340604. 
 

'THANK YOU' BRING AND SHARE LUNCH for everyone after the service at 
St Mary’s on 26th February in Church Centre. Please come along and bring 
something to share to say 'thank you' to all those who work so hard looking after 
and teaching our children and young people. Open to everyone, young and old.  
Come and see the faces behind all the hard work that goes on (often behind the 
scenes!). Any questions please speak to Katie Coe (sebcoes@virginmedia.com) 
 

PANCAKE LUNCH Shrove Tuesday, 28th February 12 noon to 1.30pm in the 
URC Schoolroom.  Home-made soup, pancake & tea or coffee for £3.  No need 
to book – just come and enjoy. 
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FAIRTRADE COFFEE MORNING Saturday 4th March 10.30am to 12 noon in 
the URC hall.  There will be Fairtrade refreshments, raffle and Traidcraft stall.  
Donations for the raffle (Fairtrade ONLY) gratefully appreciated.  Any queries to 
Jean Smith 01189340604 
 

BISHOP’S VISIT: Bishop Andrew will be visiting the Benefice on Sunday 12th 
March. He will be preaching at St James, Ruscombe at 9am and celebrating and 
preaching at St Nicholas, Hurst at 11am. He has also expressed a wish to join us 
for lunch to meet members of all the congregations.  Therefore, there will be a 
shared lunch at St Nicholas, Hurst from 12.15pm (ish) on that day. All across the 
benefice are welcome to attend. Sign up sheets for attendance and contributions 
to the lunch are at the back of each Church.  
Please put the date in your diary and more details will be available soon. 
 

TRAINING ON HYMNAL PLUS  As a backup plan for some Sundays we are 
looking at using the hymnal plus at St Mary’s. The Hymnal Plus plays the music 
for the songs and hymns. Might you be interested in operating it at the 10.30am 
service at St Mary’s? If so, or if you would like more information, please let Helen 
Charlton, Geoff Pugh or the Church Office know. 
 

CHURCH WARDEN VACANCY - a message from Alistair. 
As many of you may be aware, my term as Church Warden at St Mary's will 
be coming to a planned end during May 2017 and we are currently 
seeking volunteers to take on this important role. If you would like to know more 
please contact Alistair. No previous experience is necessary and training will be 
provided during the period leading up to May. 
 

ECUMENICAL LENT COURSE – ‘Church & Kingdom’ – In this year's Lent 
Course we will study this book from the Pilgrim series, which "explores what it 
means to live as a child of the kingdom of God and to follow in the way of Christ 
each day as a member of his Church". We will also be joined by our friends from 
the Catholic church St Thomas More.  We will start the course all together on 
Shrove Tuesday, 28th February, 7.45 for 8pm at St Mary’s. The remaining five 
sessions will be done in our discipleship groups plus one or two new groups. If 
you are not a member of a group yet, you are welcome to join one. 
For any questions, please talk to Hans Gutmann (hans@thru-christ.org.uk) or any 
other discipleship group leader. 
 

AGM REPORTS Please make sure your report is with the Church Office by 17th 
March latest. 
 

OLD £5 NOTES  The old style paper £5 notes go out of circulation on 5th May i.e 
you won’t be able to spend them but can still swap at a bank (after September 
you will only be able to swap at a central bank).  If you are likely to have any 
hidden away (for instance in a piggy bank or you hold club funds) make sure you 
spend them or take them into a bank to swap them NOW before this causes you 
a problem! Also in March the new 12 sided £1 coin comes in. The old style will 
only be valid till Sept 2017. I read last week that 15% of these are forgeries which 
the Banks have the right not to exchange. Again in the 6 months from March get 
them swapped over and found out from hiding places.  Graham Jackson 
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ST MARY'S ROTA TEAM – 10.30am 26th February:  D Procter, E Buckley,  
A Loring, W Buckland, M Burrows, A Burrows. 
 
 

OTHER NEWS AND INFORMATION 
 

Reading Churches Men's Breakfast - 8.15am on Saturday 4th March at 
Reading Blue Coat School, Sonning Lane, Reading. Speaker is Stuart Windsor, 
the former National Director of Christian Solidarity Worldwide, and now their 
Special Ambassador. At this time of unprecedented focus and sensitivity to 
religious freedoms and rights, come and hear Stuart's unique experience at the 
very heart of advocacy and action. To book (£10 per head), contact: John 
Broady, 0118-954-3879 or Simon Merritt Tel: 07967 251850 
(simon.merritt@gmail.com) (Cheques ‘RCMG’). Please book by 28th February. 
 

MERCY IN ACTION charity shop in Twyford have a vacancy for an Assistant 
Manager 2 days a week (& holiday cover as required).  For further information 
contact Lee 01225 443600 or www.mercyinaction.org.uk/get-involved 
 

NEWBOLD COLLEGE IN BINFIELD (7th Day Adventist) - A series of lectures 
about Diversity and Christianity attracting people from a wide range of churches 
in the area. The speakers are always experts in their field and interesting. They 
lecture for about an hour with time for questions afterwards. Next lecture is 

Tuesday 7th March, Dr. David Landrum, Director of Advocacy at the Evangelical 
Alliance Christianity, Free Speech and the Challenges of Secularism. 
The lecture will be held at 19.30 in the Smith Centre, Salisbury Hall, Newbold 
College, RG42 4AN. Refreshments will be served. Everyone is welcome. 
 

TWYFORD TWINNING?  Twyford Parish Council have been approached by 
Cuincy near Lille in northern France.  There will be a meeting on Tuesday 21st 
March at 7.30pm in the Twyford Room at Loddon Hall to discuss how to move 
the project forward with representatives from Sonning Twinning Association 
sharing some of their experience.  Please let the Clerk know 
clerk@twyfordparishcouncil.gov.uk if you are planning to attend & the village 
organisation you represent. 
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FEBRUARY  

Monday 20th 9am 

7.15pm 
Prayers to start the week 
Handbell Ringers 

Corner Room 
Corner Room 

Tuesday 21st 10am Noah’s Ark Toddler Group URC  

Wednesday 22nd 2pm Over 60s Club Church Centre 

Thursday 23rd 10.30am Midweek communion with hymns & 
coffee 

Church Centre 

Friday 24th 10am 

6pm 
6.30pm 

7.30pm 

Bumps & Babies 
Friday Night Thing 
Bell Ringing Practice (young ringers) 
Bell Ringing Practice 

Church Centre 
Church Centre 
St Mary’s tower 
St Mary’s tower 

Saturday 25th 3pm WINGS Church Centre 
 

 
SUNDAY 26th FEBRUARY – SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT 

9am Holy Communion 

Preacher: Church Army 

St James, Ruscombe 

Readings 2 Peter 1: 16 – end 
Matthew 17: 1 - 9 

 

10.30am Morning Service 
Preacher: Mrs Judith Norris 

Twyford URC 

Readings tbc  

10.20am Prayers for Children & Youth Leaders Team Church Centre 

10.30am Worship for All 
Preacher: Church Army 

St Mary’s, Twyford 

Readings 2 Peter 1: 16 – end 
Matthew 17: 1 - 9 

 

11am Family Eucharist 
Preacher: Revd Graham Theobald 

St Nicholas, Hurst 

12.30pm Baptism St James, Ruscombe 

6pm Village Prayers Corner Room 

6pm Evening Service 
Preacher: Revd Anna Harwood 

St James, Ruscombe 

Readings 2 Peter 1: 16 – end 
Matthew 17: 1 – 9  

 

 
Church Office:   0118 934 4792 

email: office@thru-christ.org.uk     website address: www.THRU-Christ.org.uk 
The Parochial Church Council of Ruscombe and Twyford is a registered charity (registered number 1143142)  
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