
 
 

 

 

   

 
 

 

      ---“Loved by Christ & Challenged to Grow ”--- 

Welcome to our services on 15th January 2017 

If you are new, please introduce yourself to the Sidesmen, Churchwardens or Minister.  
 

SUNDAY 15th JANUARY – SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

9am Holy Communion 

Preacher: Revd Helen Charlton 

St James, Ruscombe 

Readings I Corinthians 1: 1- 9 (NIV 1144) 
John 1:  29 – 42 (NIV 1063) 

 

10.30am Holy Communion 
Preacher: Mr Stephen Thornton 

Twyford URC 

Readings John 1: 29-42 (NRSV 85) 
 

 

10.20am Prayers for Children & Youth Leaders Team Church Centre 

10.30am Worship for All 
Preacher: Mrs Debbie Veel 

St Mary's, Twyford 

Readings I Corinthians 1: 1- 9 (NIV 1144) 
John 1:  29 – 42 (NIV 1063) 

 

11am Messy Church 

 

St Nicholas School, 
Hurst 

12pm LEP Church Members Meeting Twyford URC 

6pm Evening Service 
Preacher: Revd Helen Charlton 

St James, Ruscombe 

Readings I Corinthians 1: 1- 9 (NIV 1144) 
John 1:  29 – 42 (NIV 1063) 

 

 
Collects 

Almighty God, 
in Christ you make all things new: 
transform the poverty of our nature 
by the riches of your grace, 
and in the renewal of our lives 
make known your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  

 Eternal Lord, 
our beginning and our end: 
bring us with the whole creation 
to your glory, hidden through  
past ages and made known 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
Church Office:   0118 934 4792 

email: office@thru-christ.org.uk     website address: www.THRU-Christ.org.uk 
The Parochial Church Council of Ruscombe and Twyford is a registered charity (registered number 1143142) 

http://www.thru-christ.org.uk/


 
 

NOTICES 
 

WE WELCOME DEBBIE VEEL, our visiting preacher at St Mary’s, today  
 

NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY - IMPORTANT:  we are hoping to have the new 
Church Directory ready by the end of January.  However, if you haven’t checked 
and confirmed your details, you won’t be in it!  If you haven’t checked and 
signed a form over the past couple of months (or you’re not sure if you have), 
please either speak to me in church, leave a message with the Church Office 
(0118 934 4792) or drop an email to directory@thru-christ.org.uk.  I will then 
contact you to confirm your details.  Thank you.  Alan Gwynn. 
 

THANK YOUs from Lorna Minton to everyone who bought her Christmas cards: 
£285 was raised for Church funds; and from Pearl to all members of the St Mary’s 
congregation for their generous donations to the Flower Fund which now has 
enough to supply flowers for Easter as well.  A wonderful response! 
 

POLEHAMPTON SCHOOL PRAYERS Come and pray for Polehampton Schools 
Wednesday 18th January 9am to 9.30am in the Junior School bungalow. Just 
turn up – you will be very welcome. Any queries to Rosemary Hay or the school 
office 0118 934 1338. 
 

LEP POST CHRISTMAS LUNCH is coming soon, on Sunday 22nd January at 
12.30 in the URC Hall.  Cost is £6.  Please book with Linda before Friday 20th 
January to guarantee your place at this event. 
 

CHURCH WARDEN VACANCY - a message from Alistair. 
As many of you may be aware, my term as Church Warden at St Mary's will 
be coming to a planned end during May 2017 and we are currently 
seeking volunteers to take on this important role.  
The Church Warden role is multifaceted, ranging from supporting the 
smooth running of our weekly services to attending meetings with both 
the Archdeacon and Bishop. We attend various church management 
meetings (evening based) and work closely with key stakeholders in the 
church groups. Ideally, we really need two volunteers for the role who will then be 
supported on Sundays by a fantastic team of Assistant Church Wardens. Alan, 
our Benefice Operations Manager, also provides very helpful back office support 
on administrative matters. Church Wardens typically hold the post for three years 
and are voted in annually at a special meeting ahead of the April church AGM.  
If you would like to know more about the role, please feel free to reach out to me 
during one of the Sunday services and I'd be more than happy to provide more 
detail and to answer any questions that you may have. Alternatively, I can be 
reached via the Church Office and we can arrange a date/time to meet up at St 
Mary's. Personally, I've learned an incredible amount during the past couple 
of years as Church Warden and have grown in my own Christian journey as 
a result. No previous experience is necessary and training will be provided during 
the period leading up to May. 
 

POSTAGE STAMPS – Do please continue to collect these, for charity and 
remember that the special edition ones have a higher value for the charities. 
 

mailto:directory@thru-christ.org.uk


 
 

TRAINING ON HYMNAL PLUS -  As a backup plan for some Sundays we are 
looking at using the hymnal plus at St Mary’s. The Hymnal Plus plays the music 
for the songs and hymns. Might you be interested in operating it at the 10.30am 
service at St Mary’s? If so, or if you would like more information, please let Helen 
Charlton, Geoff Pugh or the Church Office know. 
 
LEARNING TO PRAY TOGETHER:  Prayer is the essence of the Christian Life 
and we all take part in church services and have our own individual prayer life.  
Some of us take part in groups, praying for specific purposes and also pray 
together in Discipleship Groups.  But many people feel shy about praying aloud 
with others.  Yet this is an important part of our support for one another and also 
our mission to take the gospel to those outside the Church.   
So from small beginnings, we hope to increase  our support for one another and 
build a stronger corporate prayer life, by offering 3 introductory sessions on 
praying with others to be led by Helen Holmberg, who has great experience in 
this area.  We are proposing to talk to our congregations next Sunday 22nd 
January to help people understand what we are about and then meet on 3 
Sunday afternoons from 3.30 to 5p.m. in the Church Centre. Starting with a cup 
of tea and some cake, we will go on to look at some prayers in the Bible and 
create our own prayers on similar lines. We really are starting from small 
beginnings in the hope of encouraging people who feel strange or awkward about 
this.  The course will enable all of us to begin to pray brief prayers aloud right 
from week one, in the context of a small group in a safe environment and to grow 
as the course proceeds.  The Sunday dates are 12 February, 19 February and 5 
March.  Please come and give it a try!!  Further information available from 
Helen Holmberg  0118 996 8703 or Lorna Roberts 07887735300.  
 
ST MARY'S ROTA TEAM – 10.30am  22nd January:  H Gutmann, C Ferris,  
D Bethell, S Buckley, P Searle, P Searle. 
 

CAFÉ CHURCH 10.30am 29th January 2017 Twyford URC Please can you let 
the Church Office or Linda Jackson know if you are available to help at this 
service – play music, serve coffee, set up, intercessions etc. Thank you. 
 
OTHER NEWS AND INFORMATION 
 

NEWBOLD COLLEGE IN BINFIELD (7th Day Adventist) - A series of lectures 
about Diversity and Christianity attracting people from a wide range of churches 
in the area. The speakers are always experts in their field and interesting. They 
lecture for about an hour with time for questions afterwards. Next lecture is 

Tuesday 7th February, Dr. Torben Bergland, Psychiatrist - Moving Beyond 
Immature Faith: A psychiatrist’s perspective 
The lecture will be held at 19.30 in the Smith Centre, Salisbury Hall, Newbold 
College, RG42 4AN. Refreshments will be served. Everyone is welcome. 
 

MONTHLY WALK – 21st January 2017. This walk will be led again by Jean 
Milbourn. The walks starts at Whitchurch Hill Recreation Ground at 10.15am 
prompt (GR638788 SU 638788). Anyone wishing to go should just turn up on the 
day. 



 
 

 A YELDALL MANOR STAFF MEMBER, his wife and young daughter are 
seeking affordable two-bed accommodation locally.  Their current one-bedroom 
accommodation is becoming an increasing pressure for them, but they will 
struggle to afford market rates for a two-bedroom property.  If you have such 
accommodation, or know anyone that may be in a position to help us secure a 
tenancy from March 2017, please could you get in touch with us. Sue Hedger 
0118 940 1093 suehedger@yeldall.org.uk www.yeldall.org.uk  Thank you for your 
help. 
 
 

JANUARY  

Monday 16th 9am 

7.15pm 
Prayers to start the week 
Handbell Ringers 

Corner Room 
Corner Room 

Tuesday 17th  10am 

2pm 
Noah’s Ark Toddler Group 
Friendship Club 

URC 
URC Schoolroom 

Thursday 19th 10am Card-making & craft club Church Centre 

Friday 20th  9.30am 

6.30pm 

7.30pm 

Bumps and Babies  
Bell Ringing Practice (young ringers) 
Bell Ringing Practice 

Church Centre 
St Mary’s tower 
St Mary’s tower 

 

 
SUNDAY 22nd JANUARY – THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

9am Holy Communion 

Preacher: Revd Graham Theobald 

St James, Ruscombe 

Readings 1 Corinthians 1: 10 – 18 (NIV 1144) 
Matthew 4: 12 – 23 (NIV 968) 

 

10.30am Morning Service 
Preacher: Revd Gordon Connell 

Twyford URC 

Readings tbc 
 

 

10.20am Prayers for Children & Youth Leaders Team Church Centre 

10.30am Worship for All 
Preacher: Revd Geoff Pugh 

St Mary's, Twyford 

Readings 1 Corinthians 1: 10 – 18 (NIV 1144) 
Matthew 4: 12 – 23 (NIV 968) 

 

11am Family Eucharist 
Preacher: Revd Helen Charlton 

St Nicholas, Hurst 

12.30pm LEP Post Christmas Lunch Twyford URC 

6pm Evening Service 
Preacher: Revd Graham Theobald 

St James, Ruscombe 

Readings 1 Corinthians 1: 10 – 18 (NIV 1144) 
Matthew 4: 12 – 23 (NIV 968) 
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