
 
 

   

 

   

 
  

 

        -------“Loved by Christ & Challenged to Grow ”------- 

 

Welcome to our services on 17th April 2016  
If you are new, please introduce yourself to the Sidesmen, Churchwardens or Minister.  

 

SUNDAY 17th APRIL – FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Preacher: Revd Geoff Pugh 

St Nicholas, Hurst 

9am Holy Communion 
Preacher: Richard Sabberton-Coe 

St James, Ruscombe 

Readings John 10: 22 – 30 (NIV 1077) 
Acts 9: 36 – 43 (NIV 1103) 

 

10.30am Holy Communion 
Preacher:  Revd Gordon Connell 

Twyford URC 

10.20am Prayers for Children & Youth Leaders Team Church Centre 

10.30am Worship for All 
Preacher: Gabi Gutmann 

St. Mary's,Twyford 

Readings John 10, 22-30 (NIV 1077) 
Revelation 7, 9-17 (NIV 1238) 

 

11am Messy Church 
 

St Nicholas School,  
Hurst 

3pm Commemoration Service St. Mary's,Twyford 

6pm Twyford Village Prayers Twyford Station 
(outside Platform 1) 

6pm Evening Service 
Preacher: Richard Sabberton-Coe 

St James, Ruscombe 

Readings John 10: 22 – 30 (NIV 1077) 
Acts 9: 36 – 43 (NIV 1103) 

 

Collects 

Almighty God, 
whose Son Jesus Christ is the  
resurrection and the life: 
raise us, who trust in him, 
from the death of sin to the life of righteousness, 
that we may seek those things which are above, 
where he reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

 Risen Christ, 
faithful shepherd of your Father’s 
sheep: 
teach us to hear your voice 
and to follow your command, 
that all your people may be 
gathered into one flock, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

Church Office:   0118 934 4792 
email: office@thru-christ.org.uk     website address: www.THRU-Christ.org.uk 

The Parochial Church Council of Ruscombe and Twyford is a registered charity (registered number 1143142) 

http://www.thru-christ.org.uk/


 
 

NOTICES 

 

TWYFORD VILLAGE PRAYERS returns to the station outside Platform 1 from 
today, Sunday 17th April.  The time will be 6 to 6.30pm.  Please come and pray for 
the station and Twyford residents. 
 

'HORRIBLE HERESIES' SERMON SERIES AT ST PAUL'S, WOKINGHAM -
today during Choral Evensong at 6.15pm:  Revd Richard Lamey 'The heresy of 
being certain of everything’ 
 

A MEMORIAL SERVICE for Gladys Godden will take place at Twyford URC on 
19th April at 1.45pm followed by refreshments in the hall. There will be a retiring 
collection for Motor Neurone Disease Association. 
The committal will take place at Reading Crematorium at 12.15pm. All welcome.  
 

FRIENDSHIP CLUB CHANGE OF VENUE Our next meeting on Tuesday 19 
April will be held at St Mary's Church Centre because the Memorial Service for 
Gladys Godden is taking place in the United Reformed Church at 1.45pm that 
afternoon. We will be entertained with Magic and Mystery by Clive Winterton. 
 

FUNERAL SERVICE for Sue Toy will take place at St. Mary’s on 21st April at 
11.15am. 
 

NEXT SUNDAY there are no 9am or 10.30am services. At 11am we will all be 
joining together for a BENEFICE & LEP SERVICE at ST NICHOLAS, HURST. 
It will be an All Age Communion in which 5 children, Matilda Dearing, Jasmin List, 
& Elliot Jones from St Mary’s and Patsy Jeggo & Sam Dupuy from St Nicholas, 
will receive their first communion. There will be activities for U5’s with their 
parents for part of the service. It will be followed by a Bring and Share Lunch. 
Come and enjoy this opportunity to worship all together. Simon 
 

BENEFICE SERVICE Sunday 24th April at Hurst. If you would like transport to 
this service there are spare seats available, please let Linda Jackson know. 
 

CHURCHWARDEN VACANCY AT ST MARYS. After 6 months of prayer and 
consultations and after talking to several people, there is no one in a position at 
the moment, to be nominated as our second churchwarden. As things are at the 
moment, we will have to carry this vacancy for the next 12 months. Simon  
 

ELECTORAL ROLL UPDATE Bill Barnes is about to update the Electoral Roll in 
advance of the AGM.  If you are a new church member and would like to join the 
Electoral Roll for Ruscombe and Twyford, or if you have any updates, please  
contact the Church Office or Bill Barnes. 
 

WANT TO KNOW WHAT THE LEADERSHIP TEAM IS DOING?  Take a look at 
the Leadership Team pages on the website (go to About/ Who’s Who/ LEP 
Leadership Team).  As well as background information on the team members and 
their roles, there is an update posted after every meeting giving a summary of the 
items discussed.  Do please take a look and come prepared to ask questions at 
the AGM on April 20th! 
 
 



 
 

SOC-s (SOCials for Singles) is a friendly group of mature singles in Ruscombe 
and Twyford who meet for supper once a month, and plan to attend one or two 
social events a month together, often supporting local charities. As our next 
supper date coincides with the AGM on 20th April we plan to have supper 
together beforehand in the Church Centre at 6pm.  We offer a warm welcome to 
anyone interested in joining us. To come for supper or for more info contact 
Maggie 07714322703 memaggie64@gmail.com or Bill billbarnes1@hotmail.co.uk 
  
A BENEFICE CHILDREN’S AND FAMILIES WORKER - The PCC’s of Hurst and 
of Ruscombe & Twyford have both voted unanimously to appoint a half time 
‘Benefice Children’s and Families Worker’ . The cost to Ruscombe & Twyford is 
partly covered by the reduction of Parish Share we pay to the Diocese as a result 
of the reduction of staffing across the Benefice. We still have some funds to find 
however, but God is good and we are ‘Challenged to Grow’!  
 

CHRISTIAN AID COLLECTION 2016  Please can you help with the Christian Aid 
Collection in Twyford this year.  Every year we need at least 60 collectors to 
distribute and collect envelopes around the village.  We currently need at least 10 
new helpers for this exercise.  Over the years Twyford has collected over 
£212,000 and nearly £10,000 p.a. in recent years.  If you can help, please make 
yourself known to Terence Powley on 934 0213. 
 

SPONSORSHIP NEWS from Samuel Lloyd: I would like to give huge thanks to 
everyone who sponsored me to run the Reading Half Marathon on 3rd April. 
11,000 runners took part, and I achieved a time of 1 hour 37 minutes. The 
generosity, kindness and encouragement that I received was amazing, and I 
have raised a minimum of £780 for the Maasai Evangelistic Association 
(surpassing my goal of £500). If you have not yet donated and would still like to, 
please speak to Peter or Georgeta Lloyd or go to my donation page 
at https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/measlloyd 
 

POLEHAMPTON CofE INFANTS SCHOOL was judged to be an ‘Outstanding’ 
Church School in its latest ‘Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist 
Schools’ (SIAMS). Much of that is down to the “Dynamic Christian Leadership of 
the head teacher” Helen Ball, and also to the work of our foundation Governors, 
Rosemary Hay, Debs Procter and Bridget Howard (recently retired). The report 
also included this lovely phrase.  “The strong partnership of the school and 
church is a beacon of faith, hope and love in the local community”.  
God is good! Simon 
 

ARCHBISHOPS' CALL TO PRAYER  Justin Welby and John Sentamu have 
recently circulated all churches in England seeking a 'Call to Prayer' in the week 
running up to Pentecost i.e. 8th - 15th May. We are planning to take part both 
through private and group prayer and also some meetings for prayer in public, for 
which we be looking for your support.  We plan to run the Novena in the usual 
way with prayers at St. James's at 12.30 and prayer leaflets for those who want to 
take part but cannot attend.  More details will follow but this is an alert for your 
diaries and we do hope you will feel able to participate. 
 

mailto:memaggie64@gmail.com
mailto:billbarnes1@hotmail.co.uk
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/measlloyd


 
 

ALLOTMENTS There are presently two vacant allotments at Ruscombe Church, 
both in reasonable condition, price each £20 pa.  If you are interested in acquiring 
one please contact Bill Barnes, Churchwarden, (billbarnes1@hotmail.co.uk or 
07710930301 during weekdays)  
 

RAIL PASTORS needed to patrol Reading West and Twyford Stations and be 
available for vulnerable people for a couple of hours during the day and early 
evening. If you are interested in knowing more about this amazing ministry, 
please contact Sally Leonard, 07970-710-080 or reading@streetpastors.org.uk 
 

CHRISTIAN AID SPONSORED WALK Saturday 21st May If you would like to 
join in a 5, 10 or 15 mile walk in the beautiful countryside north of Henley to give 
poverty the boot, please register at www.christianaid.org.uk/walks or call  
01865 246818. 
 

CHRISTIAN AID CONCERT Saturday 21st May 7:30 pm - the Springtime 
concert this year features the Barberettes and Reading Accordion Group. 
Tickets are £8 in advance (£3 - 16 and under) or £10 on the door and are 
available from Brighton's newsagents, 0118  934 0795 or online at 
www.raggroup.co.uk. All profits go to Christian Aid.  Come and enjoy a great 
evening of music and song. 
 

APRIL Taking Place  

Monday 18th 9am 

7.15pm 

7.30pm 

Prayers to start the week 
Handbell Ringers 
Bell Ringing Practice 

Corner Room 
Corner Room 
St Nicholas tower 

Tuesday 19th 10am 

2pm 
Noah’s Ark Toddler Group 
Friendship Club 

URC 
Church Centre 

Wednesday 20th 7.45pm LEP AGM Church Centre 

Thursday 21st 10am Card and Crafts Club Church Centre 

Friday 22nd 9.30am 

7pm 
Bumps and Babies 
Friday Night Thing 

Church Centre 
Church Centre 

 

SUNDAY 24th APRIL – FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

11am United Benefice and LEP Service 
Preacher: Revd Graham Theobald 

St Nicholas, Hurst 

Readings Acts 11: 1 – 18 (NIV 1105) 
John 13: 31 – 35 (NIV 1082) 

 

12.30pm Baptism St James, Ruscombe 

6pm Twyford Village Prayers Twyford Station 
(outside Platform 1) 

6pm Evening Service 
Preacher: Revd Geoff Pugh 

St James, Ruscombe 

Readings Acts 11: 1 – 18 (NIV 1105) 
John 13: 31 – 35 (NIV 1082) 
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