
        -------“Loved by Christ & Challenged to Grow ”-------
Welcome to our services on 21st & 28th December 2014 

If you are new, please introduce yourself to the Sidesmen, 
Churchwardens or Minister. 

SUNDAY 21st DECEMBER – FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8am Holy Communion (BCP)

Preacher: Revd Geoff Pugh
St Nicholas, 
Hurst

9am Morning Service
Preacher: Mr Paul Minton

St James, 
Ruscombe

Readings Psalm 89: 1 - 18
2 Samuel 7: 1 – 11, 16 (NIV 310)
Luke 1: 26 – 38 (NIV 1026)

10.30am Carols of Praise
Preacher: Mrs Linda Jackson

Twyford URC

Readings Luke 1: 46b - 55  (NRSV 53)

10.30am Worship for All
Preacher: Revd Geoff Pugh

St Mary's,
Twyford

Readings Luke 1: 26 - 38

11am All-Age Eucharist
Preacher: Revd Simon Howard

St Nicholas, 
Hurst

4.30pm Nine Lessons & Carols followed by mince 
pies and opening of the postbox

Twyford URC

6pm Nine Lessons & Carols St James, 
Ruscombe

Collects
God our redeemer,
who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary
to be the mother of your Son:
grant that, as she looked for his coming 
as our Saviour,
so we may be ready to greet him
when he comes again as our judge;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.

Eternal God,
as Mary waited for the birth of 
your Son,
so we wait for his coming in glory;
bring us through the birth pangs of 
this present age
to see, with her, our great salvation
in Jesus Christ our Lord.



SUNDAY 28th DECEMBER – FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
9am Morning Prayer

Preacher: Mr Paul Minton
St James, 
Ruscombe

Readings 1 Corinthians 1: 26 -30 (NIV 1145)
Matthew 2: 13 – 18 (NIV 966)

10.30am All-Age United Service
Preacher: Mrs Judith Norris

Twyford URC

Readings tbc

Collects
Almighty God,
who wonderfully created us in 
your own image
and yet more wonderfully restored us 
through your Son Jesus Christ:
grant that, as he came to 
share in our humanity,
so we may share the life of his divinity;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.

God in Trinity,
eternal unity of perfect love:
gather the nations to be one family,
and draw us into your holy life
through the birth of Emmanuel,
our Lord Jesus Christ.

NOTICES

DONATIONS TOWARDS THE PURCHASE OF CHRISTMAS FLOWERS  at St 
Mary's gratefully received. There will be a box in the welcome area.

URC POST BOX is now available to post any LEP Christmas cards.  This will be 
opened on 21st December at noon.  Cards can be collected after Nine Lessons 
and Carols service at 4.30pm.  If anyone can offer some mince pies for Nine 
Lessons and Carols they will be gratefully received.

TWYFORD CHRISTMAS FAIR Our stall at the village event raised £68.50 for the
Christian Aid Ebola appeal.  Thanks to everyone who helped on the stall.

MICHAEL & ROSIE HOPKINS have produced yet another Christmas quiz.  
Jean Smith (URC) has copies price £1 (proceeds to Farnham URC).

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL  Pam & Paul wish to thank everybody who 
contributed in any way to the great success of this year's festival.
We were delighted to hear that there were positive conversations which may 
result in some people learning more about what St Mary's stands for.
Over 2,915 visits were made and on the 5th December 1,800 visitors came 
through the doors.  350 food cans were donated to Readifood and 276 mince 
pies eaten!  Grateful thanks to the Handbell Ringers, the Barbershop Quartet and
Chris Eaton for entertaining visitors on Friday evening.  All the evening events 
were a great success with Waltham St Lawrence Silver Band playing an encore 
and Mark Shortland mystifying the audience particularly Graham Jackson!



QUIILT RAFFLE – The total raised was £320 which will be divided equally 
between St Mary's heating fund and St James' Church restricted fund (Toilets). 
The winners were: 1st Cyndy Gray- double quilt, 2nd Margaret Gardener- cot quilt, 
3rd Marilyn Allen- wine, 4th Michael Hall – chocolates. Many thanks from Twyford 
Quilters to all who contributed.

BENEFICE & LEP CONFIRMATION SERVICE Sunday 25th January 4pm at St 
Nicholas, Hurst.  Come and support Simon Lupton from St Mary's, and Stuart 
Vaughan and Toby Wescott from St Nicholas as they are confirmed by Bishop 
John Went, the former Bishop of Tewkesbury.

ROTAS Please consider volunteering for a job or 2.  Currently, on some rotas, 
people are having to do more than one turn a month.  At St. Mary's we need at 
least 2 more on sidesman, Easyworship and PA rotas and 5 more on coffee rota. 
January to April rotas have been prepared and emailed out or hard copies sent to
churches.

MONTHLY AND WEEKLY ENVELOPES for the Planned Giving Scheme will be 
available for collection after services today and will be at the back of both St. 
James's and St. Mary's.  Please help yourself and tick the list to say you have 
them. 

FINANCE TEAM We are looking for someone to take on the Book Keeper role 
for St James & St Mary's.  Ideal for some one who enjoys working with figures, 
and can give a couple of hours a week, and a little extra time once a quarter, to 
keep a record of the incomings and outgoings of the church finances. To find out 
more, talk with Renee Dodd (the current post holder) or Caroline in the office. 

ST MARY'S CHRISTMAS CARD – If you would like to write just one card to 
everyone at St Mary's, instead of individual greetings, please put it on the board 
at the back of Church.

PARKING – The car park at St Mary's is for the use of people using the Centre, 
Church or visiting graves. Even if you have a “fish” sticker, please do not use it as
a public car park as this does cause parking issues especially if a vehicle needs 
to be moved and we cannot contact you. If you have a need to park please ask 
beforehand so the diary can be checked. 

MISSION PARTNERS We received 28 votes in the selection process for our new
Mission Partner. In joint 2nd place with 5 votes each were Faith and Global Care 
but the winning candidate with 9 votes was Christians Against Poverty ('CAP'). 
CAP have agreed to join the Church Army, Wycliffe Bible Translators and Yeldall 
Manor as our Mission Partners for 2015 and 2016. I am in the process of 
agreeing dates for each of them to come and meet with us next year. 
Richard Sabberton-Coe, Mission Co-Ordinator.



MAGGIE AND GEOFF would like to wish their friends and colleagues in the 
Benefice of Ruscombe and Twyford with Hurst and the URC church a very happy
Christmas and a peaceful New Year. This year we are putting money towards 
mosquito nets instead of Christmas cards.

MISSION FUNDRAISING UPDATE Following Yeldall's visit in October and the 
Church Army's visit in November, we have now raised £3,191 in 2014 against our
target of £7,486. We have the Crib and Carols For All services in December to 
come (half of the proceeds of which will go to charity) so please give generously 
to these to get us as close as possible to our target. 
Richard Sabberton-Coe, Mission Co-Ordinator.

HEALING MINISTRY DAY CONFERENCE Saturday 10th January 9.30-4 
Henley Baptist Church To equip leaders and those wanting to move in Jesus' 
healing ministry today.  Cost including lunch £20.  For more information and to 
book a place, visit www.dtwo.co.uk

WOKINGHAM WINTER FRIENDS PROJECT  Make a pledge this winter to look 
in on a family member, friend or neighbour to make sure they are keeping warm 
and well.  For information call 07766214886, email winterfriends@optalis.org or 
visit www.wokingham.gov.uk/socialcare/public/warmandwell

ROTA TEAM at St Mary's 10.30am – 4th January: A Loring,  R Sabberton-Coe,
M & A Burrows, J Vorster, A & R Dodd.

December Taking Place 
Monday 22nd 9am

7.30pm
Prayers to start the week
Bell Ringing Practice

Corner Room
St Mary's Tower

SUNDAY 4th JANUARY – SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
8am Holy Communion (BCP)

Preacher: Revd Simon Howard
St Mary's, 
Twyford

9am Holy Communion
Preacher: Revd Geoff Pugh

St James, 
Ruscombe

10.30am Morning Service
Preacher: Mrs Linda Jackson

Twyford URC

10.30am Worship for All
Preacher: Revd Simon Howard

St Mary's,
Twyford

11am Family Eucharist
Preacher: Revd Geoff Pugh

St Nicholas, 
Hurst

6pm Evening Service
Preacher: Revd Simon Howard

St James, 
Ruscombe

Church Office:   0118 934 4792
email: office@thru-christ.org.uk    website address: www.THRU-Christ.org.uk

The Parochial Church Council of Ruscombe and Twyford is a registered charity (registered number 1143142  )
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