
A Time to Pray 
 

Dear Friends,  
There are 3 big things going on in our life together at the moment. Please can you lift them 
to God in your prayers in the next few weeks. If you are able, come and join us on  

Saturday 11th June, 8.30am – 9.30am in the St Mary’s church centre for  
‘Coffee, Pastries & Prayer’. 

 

We can pray for the Queen’s Birthday celebrations at the same time! 
 
A Benefice Children’s & Families worker  

The advert has gone out to nearly 30 churches and contacts in the area and we have 
already had one expression of interest.  Please pray that it comes to the attention of the 
person God is calling into this role, and for Katie Sabberton-Coe as she responds to 
enquiries. The closing date for applications is June 17th and interviews are planned for the 
week starting July 4th.  
 
 Lord Jesus, you welcomed the little children and blessed them. 
 By your Holy Spirit call out the person you desire to work amongst us, 

and help us to recognise them. 
 Continue to equip us so that we may warmly welcome  

children and their parents into your body the church. Amen 
 
The offer of a half time stipendiary minister  

Just like buses, you set up one new role and then immediately another one comes along! 
From next summer it looks likely that there will be a new fulltime paid parish post in the 
deanery.  Revd Julie Ramsbottom, the Area Dean, and the Deanery Pastoral Committee 
have asked Ruscombe Twyford & Hurst to consider having half this person’s time. They 
have also asked the parish of Wargrave and Knowl Hill if they would like a half time minister. 
The Deanery are in conversation with the Diocese about the Diocese funding the cost of 
housing. There are a number of issues to consider in response to this offer, not least the fact 
that it will mean an increase in our parish share across the Benefice of £20-22k p.a.. We 
need to make an initial response by the end of July 
 
Please pray for the PCC as they consider this at their meeting on June 13th.  
The PCC members are Lottie Bailey, Bill Barnes, Mark Cook, Maggie Cooper, Jenny Hay, 
Keith Hay, Simon Howard, Pauline Humphreys, Rachel Leitch-Devlin, Andy Loring, Ian 
Loring, Paul Minton, Audrey Nettle, Geoff Pugh. Brian Roach, June Roach, Carole Robb, 
Lorna Roberts, Chris Rowe, Katie Sabberton-Coe, Alistair Vorster and Lucy Walton. 
 
 Heavenly Father, out of your love you shower us with gifts and opportunities.  
 Grant us the gift of wisdom as we consider how to respond to this offer of ministry. 

Help us to discern what is good and pleasing to you 
and to the growth of your kingdom in our communities. Amen. 

 
The St James Parish Room and Toilet 

At their meeting on June 13th the PCC will also be considering the costings of the new 
phased plan for the building of the Parish room and toilet at St James. You may recall from 
April’s Yellow Page that the Diocese requires us to build the complete shell of the building 
first, rather than the toilets ‘block’ first. Here is what I said then. 
 

The new Phase 1 will require us to raise a higher percentage of the total cost before 
we can start building. But, more significantly building the shell of the building first 
means that we are totally committed to the full project from the word go. There is 
no longer an obvious ‘easy landing’ should funds dry up mid-way through the project.  



For many these considerations will take us back to the basic question of whether or 
not to proceed with a parish room in addition to the toilet. I’ve been reflecting on 
this again over the last weeks. As I have done so, and as, in my prayers, I’ve looked 
out on our gently growing congregation, the thought that keeps coming back to me 
is, “If not now, when?”  

 
Each generation has made a contribution to the beauty, spirituality and usability of 
St James. Building the Parish room will enable St James to continue into the 21st 
century as a functioning public building. It will provide the necessary facilities for us 
and future generations to sustain our life as a Christian community, create a ‘public 
space’ for the parish next to the church, and enable groups of all ages to engage more 
deeply with the ‘thin place’ that centuries of care and prayer have created here at 
the heart of Ruscombe. It is a risk, it is a challenge, but we are loved but Christ and 
challenged to grow. 

 
I recognise that this is not everyone’s view. Please prayer for the team who have been 
involved in the project so far, Bill Barnes, Alan Gwynn, Eric Bowers, David Voller, Brian 
Roach, Pauline Humphries, our fund raiser Jeremy Sharpe and OUR architect Richard 
Oxley. And prayer for the PCC as they make this very important decision.  
 
 Lord God, you know our hopes and dreams, our fears and our concerns. 
 Enable us to discern your voice and perceive your way, 
 for your glories sake. Amen 
 

Who ever said that church life is boring has obviously never been part of one! 
 
Yours in Christ 
 
Simon 
 
 
 
Revd Simon Howard, 
Vicar, Ruscombe & Twyford with Hurst  


